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ever, has its own distinctive peculiarities in this regard. Liability 
to suicide increases regularly with age, and reaches its maximum by 
women earlier than by men, being great for both about the involu- 
tion period. Unmarried life, especially the state of widows, wid- 
owers, and divorce, favors suicide, family life tending strongly 
against it, and widowers are more exposed to it than widows. Chil- 
dren are one of the greatest protections, especially for women. The 
well-to-do classes are more exposed than the poor. Among voca- 
tions, soldiers, and most the older subordinate officers, exhibit the 
highest percentage. The means of suicide vary regularly with the 
season of the year, race, climate, and culture. In Russia, Norway, 
and Prussia, hanging is decreasing and drowning increases. In 
Denmark, Belgium, Holland, and France, the reverse tendency is 
exhibited. Death by firearms is steadily increasing ; by charcoal 
fumes decreases in France and increases in the west of Europe, 
especially in great cities. In northern lands hanging is the mode of 
death in three-fourths of all cases, while in the south drowning is 
more the fashion. Italians often precipitate themselves from preci- 
pices, and Anglo-Saxons often stab themselves. More painful and 
uncertain modes of death are rapidly declining. In Italy men 
choose firearms, women drowning. In Austria men prefer hanging. 
Unmarried women and servants prefer poisoning, and in each land 
each age has its preferred mode of death. Suicide is largely an 
index of social misery, and corrective influences are to be sought 
partly in the reform of popular concepts by philosophers and mor- 
alists, but also in a social reform which shall establish a better equi- 
librium between individual needs and the possibilities of social 
development. 

L'Anomalie du Qriminel. B. Gabofalo. Eev. Philos., March, 1887. 

There is a class of criminals who have psychic and often anatom- 
ical anomalies, not so much pathological as degenerative or regres- 
sive and even atypic in character. Some have traces of arrested 
moral development, although their faculty of ideation is normal. 
Others have instincts comparable to those of children or savages, 
are deprived of all altruistic sentiments, and act only under the 
empire of their own desires. These anomalies are absolutely con- 
genital, and not produced by social or other environment, so that 
society has no duty to them whatever but to repress them. These 
are totally incapable of adaptation, and represent a source of con- 
tinued danger to every member of society. 

Le B&M Naturel. E. Gakofalo. Eev. Scientifique, January, 1887. 

What among the' crimes of our day have always in all times and 
places been considered punishable ? These acts are natural crime, 
judged from the sociological standpoint, and are opposed to the aver- 
age moral sense of the entire community, from which laws and 
ethical systems and commercial ideas of right spring. There can 
be no exhaustive and definite catalogue of such acts made out, but 
it can only be concluded that all crimes are violations of one of the 
two great altruistic sentiments. The first is pity, sympathy, or 
humanity, and includes now defamation, assault, injury to the phys- 
ical or moral health of children, etc. ; and the second is the senti- 
ment of honesty, including also a long list of special crimes, such as 



